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498 PROCEEDINGS OP THE ACADEMY OF [1892. 

REPORT OF THE BOTANICAL SECTION. 

The Vice-Director of the Botanical Section respectfully reports 
that the Section is wholly free from debt, and that the monthly 
meetings have been regularly held, except during the three summer 
months. Besides the valuable additions to the library and herbar- 
ium of the Academy, announced at each meeting, many interesting 
addresses have been given by Messrs Meehan, Redfield, Macfarlane, 
Brinton, U. C. Smith, Wilson, Martindale and others, some of 
which have been published, or will appear, in the Proceedings of the 
Academy. 

The membership now consists of 32, and the officers elected for 
the ensuing year are : 

Director, .... Dr. W. S. W. Ruschenberger. 

Vice-Director, .... Thomas Meehan. 
Recorder, ..... Dr. Charles Schaffer. 
Cor. Secretary and Treasurer, . Isaac C. Martindale. 
Conservator, ..... John H. Redfield. 

It is a pleasure to note that under the zealous and unremitting 
care of the Conservator, Mr. Redfield, the growth of the herbarium 
noted annually for some time past, is not only maintained, but 
exceeds that of any previous year. No less than 3,934 species have 
come to hand, nearly equally divided between the Old and the New 
World, and of these 2,087 were species new to the herbarium. 

A list of these contributions is given in detail by the Conservator, 
and will be found in the list of additions to the museum. 

Thomas Meehan, 

Vice-Director. 

Report of the Conservator. — In presenting his report for the year 
now closing, the Conservator of the Botanical Section has the satis- 
faction of stating that in no previous year have the contributions to it 
been larger or more valuable. With the increased accommodation 
which we may hope soon to enjoy, we have every reason to expect a 
continued, substantial and healthy growth of a collection so import- 
ant to the study of systematic and practical botany. 

The contributions during the past year reach a total of 3,934 
species. Of these, 284 belong to the lower Cryptogams, 80 being 
Mosses, 57 Hepaticse, 16 Lichens, 2 Algae and 129 Fungi. Of the 
remaining 3,650 species of Phanerogams and Ferns, 1,269 proved to 
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be new to the herbarium, 39 of them being of newly represented 
genera. Of these 3,650 species, 294 are North American, 1,269 are 
Mexican and South American, and 2,087 are from the Old World. 

The usual detailed statement of the contributions will appear in 
the list of additions to the museum. In specifying here some of 
the more important, the first place must be given to the very large 
accession to our representation of the Orient Flora, in the plants 
collected by Bornmuller and Sintenis, in Greece, Macedonia, Asia 
Minor, Armenia, Kurdistan and Mesopotamia, and purchased for 
the Academy by the liberality of Mr. Charles E. Smith and a 
few other friends of botanical science. These amount to 1,226 
species, of which 567 are new to us. Dr. Morong's collections in 
Paraguay, sent us during the year, amount to 459 species, more 
than half being new to us. Pringle's Mexican collections, made in 
1891, are of the same carefully selected and well prepared speci- 
mens as heretofore, and reach 266 species, 125 being new to us. 
Our faithful correspondent, Mr. T. S. Brandegee, of San Francisco, 
has sent us 268 species from the peninsula of Lower California, of 
which nearly one-half are novelties to us. From the University of 
Pennsylvania we have received 148 species, collected by Dr. Joseph 
T. Rothrock in Jamaica and the Bahama Islands, in his voyage 
made in the winter of 1890 and 1891. Mr. Meehanhas presented 
us with another instalment of Baron von Muller's Australian 
plants, amounting to 135 species. 

These additions have all been properly mounted and distributed 
to their proper places in the herbarium. The labor and time 
demanded by this work, have prevented much progress in the 
mounting of the older portions of the herbarium, yet something 
has been done in this direction, and the work will be continued as 
opportunity may permit. 

The botanical collections made in Greenland by the Peary Relief 
Expedition, Mr. William E. Meehan, botanist, during the past 
summer, are still under study ; they will be included in the report of 
next year. Mr. Stewardson Brown, who so carefully studied the 
collections made by Dr. Burk during the expedition of 1891, is 
engaged upon those of 1892, and reports that the specimens are in 
much better condition than those of the former year, the circumstances 
attending the collection having been much more favorable. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John H. Redfield, 

Conservator. 



